A Niche 1n California

Bonura applies mid-century modern ideals to projects in Los Angeles.
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In thie mid-1990s, Los Angolei-based Bonura Building roficed & feur-
gerc n mierest o mid-cenbury modern archileciune in Southern Ceifornia
Since Borura has specislined in mid-cenlery modern Style snce ds 1992
incephion, Presdent ) Booura says the company wis. “al Bhe night place af
the right time" whan the trend was resereched

“Wiith us heing somewhat specalimd singe: day one, and the mone pogular
this bype of anchilechure has become, the market bas really come (o s a5
cpposed (o us chasing alter the mariet,” Borwra notes. "People are a little
e cpeen 10 new sdeas, and the market has definilely apened up here in LA
for more modern archifechyre™

Bonura sys this is because mad-panhury modern archdechure originabed
in Sowthesn California in the mid-1980s and was extremely popular through-
oo the nest three decades. Fichard Meulra, Rudoll Schendier and Ratael
Soriann were among the archiects instrumental = establishing the mod-
ermst movement there,

1t weas an interesting bme penod,® Bonura reflects. “lue bo the nature of the
chmats Pere in Southern Calfprrea, it really lends dsalfl to the med-crnhyry mod-
e bfestde with large glass openings, flal nools and indoorcubdoor relion-
ships. Those |eahures were part of the mid-century modern surgs back than, and
v penpis are siarbng io recognize it again as a vable desgn method *

Bonura offem perlorms desgnobuld servies on hgh-end homes tocked
away in the Hollywood Hills. For instance, is §2 milion Tanager Way project
wrenbved bearng a 3.500-square-iool basiding down to its ioundation and
vebuideg it back up to 4,000 square fest in approsimately 14 months. Bonura
worporabed several md-century modern elements such as large glass open
wegs e kot ol o ohesinn

"k you bome ihrough the cemer courfyard — wich nas & waber-linsd 1ea-
ture &l arownd — the contrasl bebween thi rther comiressed eniry and the
expansive view beyond & very dromatic” Bonura nobes. "ou rise seweral
sEqirs up ko Ehe house Tioor kevel and you o ihrough frameless glass doors
and then you're smmetuiely Ml with the mulb-millor-oollar wew that ooks
cver Los Angeles wath an infinity edge poal in Bhe Toreground and the ciy
lghds in it Background.” The projecl was completed n Ociober 2006, and
the bomie is currently owrid by “Amencen [dol” producer Simen Fuller,

ficharcd N
iOne of Bomura's mos! memorable projects was the resiorabon of the 1755
Ohara House in e Silver Lake e of Lbs Angeles. Richard Mewira was &
famed mid-cenbury modern anchibect that megrated (o Southern Calioerss
from Eurape in e 17205 Exgi Meutr homes are ioiated on one Do, and
Boresra was Feredd to restone one: of them 1o &5 ongenal pecilicabions.

To acheewe ths, the ompany refermed in the home's onanal Mesponts &nd
sper hooks with descriphons of the orignal busiding malerals, "The good they
abond. s progect 5 et i had basically been pmolesind snoe 1959, Borora
says. i, that's a double-adged swortd, Nobody had dote anythey to mantas
i, et they handn damaged it in trying 1o masntae it 5T wias just n hegh diaregai
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=1t Fsdrr't even been repainted once, 5o we were able to see sxactly the
pragenal polors, details and finishes of the house and how it was construct
ed" The home was built with mini-corrugated matal slashing that was na
longer availahla, it affer exiersive reseanch, Bonura was able to find the
material. The ariginal ibchen Mooring was replaced with new linoleum trat
s ut dereen froms 12-by-12-inch tiles i mateh the ariginal mrs-by-ree inch
tiles and pattemn

i some of IheSe ofignal mid-cenliry modern Bialdings. oné o tha
chsllenges cam be the roal Sysiems. and the setthng ol the Bldng,” Bamira
nolEs. “Hecaoise thess homes Faee Such clean, prishing lings 1o them,
defiechon of &y dilf erentizhon can be nobced. e had bo metioakaashy go
thremigh and restraighten the whale bulding™ The $300,500 project began in
L1099 and was comoleted im 2003

Baruirh veniuned ibh P commer ol netiel realm i J000 whieh i wad heed
as fhe geners coniracior lor James Perse's Grel siore i west Holhyvwood
“I1's more ol & miE g meenakam and rushic modern,” Banird nobet. Thens
AFE Ol o uSeEs of wodds, Esually in ife oo ond Mmost Jhsisyd in he ol
rige. 11 b= 0 retml Eore, Thisns 18 exipnsne casewark of Cabereslny
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“The space 15 atmaly very open, ight and arg and Ehe w52 of Lege glass
winoows of shiling doors ohondes the conartmly 1of 4n Sdoor/ il doo
relatssnshep ™

He 3335 that Perse was 50 peassd with Bonurn's éwork thal he siked (b
coempay o bosld anather LA, Sore and bao moes in Mahibu and Beverly Hills,
Ll a3 well b2 Perse's athoe and Rome — all of which scorporate med-Cen-
|y Poadesfi B cFel BOTLRE,

Befiifd SEyS Ehe mecd-eiliiry Modesn hesihetic behelits owrers when oo
poratEd inko homess. “Amench & inaled o g Bhee four-bedroom, Padg-
ond-a-hall baih homE weth he yard and (he pickot lencn,” he ooles
"Unlortunabiely, due Ao economcs, that lends to mmemoe a lot ol apporhar-
{4 in 1B yard 3hed and menimalize amenatios that can be put inko tfe home

"“With mone ol an understanding and apprecation for archileciure, you're
fillorwed o Busldl Berther speaces — specifically, with better volumes of light and
more apenings — whore you can léme relpbonships with ke oulside and
. Mad-tistiiry miodern = whan Ehe house s ictially comdesthed with fha
landscape, and I lesl gy setiing — whelther you're in Alasla or Arkansas -
ol sddress this" @
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Formmedd| in Low Asgeles, CA in 1995, Dan'y Costomn Metal bnc fad boen
creaiing Cunsoen mens peeres o furenee, lighting s arckiectunl
oty i thae Pigheena resicertal hoopetalty snd arcPiseriund indurt-=y
Cwareet Dignied Muner, weho ha beer creming maenal piece hia snbiee [ie,
| know that b cllents apprecisis T dedscetion e and b st pt o
thie proces of masking Cusioem metal sk
Thew philosophy | use oely 1op quality maieish and |y the man
| renon wivy they s highly sought afes in sddiion io B bigh leed of
| cawtturanship s Sfennen o detil
| Come ol the most knowlecdgeabie sl workees if busiress 100y Darisl
| offery B unigue manufaciunng Poperienos 1 iRy Slsmen indarie

With unlrmded retouoes, et b o onEr cukioem e, sulpie,
anFmectr s metanr, hghiing B comm:isiones e

Cmrr's Cursnoeen Mt e Clbevies inciuoe ci s bewd chiteoTs in many
pretigiou fema natinnwics, and Dheir wols Can Leen wee in oot
prraie priidencdy and pulbtlic seoes
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